MINISTRY OF THE WORD: THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Message from Rev’d. Jan
It is the final Sunday of the Easter season; and we welcome Formation student Glynn
Holland-Leam to give the sermon. We are now part of the ‘waiting time’ until Pentecost,
the celebration of the church (Christ’s Body on earth) coming into being. The Gospel today
calls on his people to be unified in their identity as his followers – and on Monday we also
commence the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
I do hope you are able to stay connected with those you love and care for, and be caring for
yourself in health (physical and mental) in this continued time of estrangement. Please
contact me if there are any needs we could meet – or you need a chat!
May your week be blessed in God’s peace; Rev’d. Jan

SENTENCE AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Christ is risen. Alleluia!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
This is eternal life, that we may know you, the only true God,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. John 17:3
O God,
whose Son, Jesus, prayed for his disciples,
and sent them into the world
to proclaim the coming of your kingdom:
by your Holy Spirit,
hold the Church in unity,
and keep faithful to your word,
so that, breaking bread together,
we may be one with Christ in faith and love and service,
now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS of the DAY
Acts 1: 6-14
Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 5
John 17: 1-11
SERMON

Glynn Holland-Leam

Sermon for 7th Sunday of Easter, Year A.
Acts 1:6-14
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Friends in faith,
We are going to wait together on the first reading today.
Because like us in this season of uncertainty, they too are waiting.
They’ve been through something of a whirlwind and are eager to get answers to their
questions, answers that they hope would settle their anxious minds.
Christ has begun.
He has died, risen,
And now he has left.
But the kingdom is not come.
When will the kingdom come?
We’ve been through something of a whirlwind ourselves.
At first we heard word of a possible new virus flitted about the internet and media, nothing
to worry about, they’re sure. Then things started to get serious as we learned things in
China were getting pretty worrisome. Things started to speed up as we heard about it
spreading to different countries and the word pandemic started to creep into regular
conversation. From that point things seemed to accelerate so quickly and before we knew it
conversation and legislation began to focus on distancing, lockdowns, essential workers, and
economic downfall. And then, it sort of froze.
We’re waiting. We have been waiting. And for a somewhat indefinite period we will
continue to wait. We don’t know the time exactly, though there is now a roadmap of what it
might look like to rise out of this place it is filled with conditionals and uncertainty. We know
we will come out of this, that we will emerge into something similar but a little newer. A
little different… and that is exciting, hopeful. But we’re also tired, exhausted.
Like the disciples we have been through a lot and there are no promises of an easy road
ahead, and in some moments its just… a lot.
And so the question gets asked:
When, God? When?
o
o
o
o
o

When can we go back to our lives?
When will you break in and fix us?
When will govts around the world stop posturing?
When will we be done fighting?
When will we be ok?

o “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
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Like us, the disciples are looking at a world that isn’t done yet, the kingdom isn’t fully here.
We look out the front door and don’t see the kingdom so we know the work isn’t done yet.
And for having these anxieties Jesus does not admonish them, but gently reveals they need
to be thinking somewhat differently. We aren’t to know the time or period God will do it,
we aren’t to know the Chronos or Kairos, the time on the clock or the time which grips us
and draws us into the new. This is because we are to be a part of that work! Jesus tells them
that they will soon receive the spirit, soon receive the dynamic power, soon be witnesses
working for the kingdom.
But for now, until you are pulled into that time, you are to wait.
We are to wait.
You will enjoy freedom, you will be part of the new, you will be witnesses in physical world
again, but for now…. Wait.
It is hard sometimes to feel satisfied with that sort of answer, we usually aren’t fond of
waiting. We can get a bit antsy. It can feel like there’s nothing we can do in the midst of the
business of waiting, that it’s not a place in which much can be done.
But waiting need not be seen as “wasting”
In the midst of their waiting, we are told Christ’s followers prayed together.
In the midst of our waiting in the the limbo of quarantine there has been a lot of new ideas,
new experiments in faith formation, new ideas on connecting and living. Households have
had to learn new ways of living in the midst of the waiting. Parishes, including ours, has
been discovering new ways to be a community at a distance.
Among all of this there are and will be things we can take with us out of this waiting. When
we emerge into the new there are things we have learned together and apart that will be
invaluable to our continued journey. Discerning these things together with the Holy Spirit is
a prayerful act, and so we can learn from the prayerfulness of the disciples in their own
waiting as an example of an active partaking in waiting.
In my reading I have come across these words from Jewish bible scholar Abraham Heschel:
“Prayer clarifies our hopes and intentions. It helps us discover our true aspirations, the
pangs we ignore, the longings we forget. It is an act of self-purification, a quarantine for the
soul.” – Abraham Herschel, Prayer, (1945)
Prayerful waiting is not a static or impotent state, but a place in which we emerge from into
the chronos and kairos of God equipped anew for the work of faith.
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Prayer brings us close to this kairos and in that we are connected despite being apart in time
and space. Through prayer we can begin to discern the pearls of value to bring with us, into
the new time ahead.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

prepared by Rachel McFadyen

Lord God, your Son Jesus prayed that his followers might be united, as they were when they
waited in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit in power and flames of fire. We pray
for your church now and its leaders, here in Australia and world-wide as the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity commences. May all church leaders serve their people in humility and
devotion, recognising that all power belongs to Jesus. May the God of all grace, who called
us to his eternal glory in Christ, himself restore, establish, and strengthen his church on
the firm foundation of your Spirit.
We pray for the world. Guide leaders of all nations to make wise decisions for their people,
and give strength to all who are suffering in mind or body from the current pandemic. We
give thanks and pray for all the health workers and others on the front line of the battle to
save lives and those who encourage continuing responses to promote good health. We pray
for good sense as restrictions are lifted. Especially here in Australia we remember children
and their parents as return to school continues. Out of this global pandemic, may global
wisdom and cooperation grow.
We pray for National Reconciliation Week, starting on Wednesday with the theme “In This
Together”. We acknowledge the Yuggera and Waka Waka peoples, the traditional owners
of the land where we now live. We pray that there may be true Reconciliation in the hearts,
minds and actions of all Australians, creating a nation strengthened by respectful
relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. May we indeed be “In this Together”, sharing in your Spirit of unity and
love.
We pray for those in need, or who live in poverty and deprivation. We pray for comfort and
wholeness for all who are sick or suffering, anxious or afraid. We pray especially for Arno,
Bill, Janet, Billie, Melanie, Graham, Max, Ian, Gillian, Peter, Ruth, Gwen and Rob, Matthew,
Beth, Colin, Ioanna, Jane, Rebecca, Holley, Mervyn, Tricia, Ros and others known to us. May
those who care for them have wisdom and skill, patience and gentleness, and may we all
share in your Spirit of peace.
We pray for our earth. We give joyful thanks for its beauty and abundance, and we thank
you for the rain that has fallen and pray for more to restore the drought-ravaged and burntout lands. Help us all to have grace to live in harmony with the land, and wisdom and
generosity in our use of its bounty. We pray for the peoples of India, Bangladesh, and The
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Philippines, ravaged by recent severe cyclones. May there be continuing resolve in all
places and among all leaders to minimise the effects of climate change.
We give thanks for the faithful in every age, especially those we have known and loved. We
remember Rev’d. Dr Frank Anderson, previously of this parish, most recently of Melbourne,
whose death occurred this week. May he rest in God’s peace. Today we also remember
John and Charles Wesley, powerful evangelists who preached your Word and brought your
salvation to many thousands.
As we wait with the disciples for the coming of your Holy Spirit, we rejoice in the promise
of resurrection and the gift of eternal life. Amen

EASTER SEASON BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
The Easter Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the everlasting covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you what is pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you and those you love and care for,
this day and always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia!
In the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
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