MINISTRY OF THE WORD: PENTECOST TWO
Message from Rev’d. Jan
Welcome to the second Sunday after Pentecost – and for Rev’d. David’s sermon. We now
look to resumption of public worship services on Sunday 12 July. These will be offered at
8am and 9.30am SpiritLife at Holy Spirit church, Kenmore. Due to the physical distancing
regulations it will not be possible to open the Church of the Good Shepherd.
However, how wonderful it will be to be together. There is a lot to plan around compliance
and communication – and you will all receive information about this well before 12 July.
With blessings for your week, Rev’d. Jan.

SENTENCE AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we stand.
Romans 5: 1-2
All-powerful God,
in Jesus Christ you turned death into life,
and defeat into victory:
increase our faith and trust in him,
that we may triumph over evil,
in the strength of the same Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
READINGS of the DAY
Genesis 18: 1-15
Psalm 116: 1-2, 11-18
Romans 5: 1-11
Matthew 9: 35- 10:8
SERMON

Rev’d. David Dean

This is a pivotal passage in Matthew’s Gospel. Up until now it has all been about Jesus’
ministry, travelling around Galilee teaching, preaching and demonstrating who He is, by
miracles of healing diseases, and casting out demons.
Wouldn’t it have been an amazing experience to have heard and seen this. We would no
doubt have been among the many voices who Matthew says exclaimed “Nothing like this
has ever happened in Israel” (9:33 NLT). That is really what you’d call an understatement.
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But now there is a turning point in the first three verses of the passage, when Jesus moves
from His own mission to commissioning His disciples, and us, to become part of it.
If we are to fulfil His commission to us, it is essential that we understand the central purpose
of our Lord’s mission. He uses the metaphor of “harvest” to describe the nature of it, and He
leaves us in no doubt about the detail.
One day, as He passed through the town of Jericho, He encountered the local chief tax
collector named Zacchaeus. We are grateful to Luke for the record of this meeting, and
Jesus words to those around Him, making clear the central truth and purpose of His mission.
We have it in Luke 19 verse 10 “The Son of Man came to seek and to save those who are
lost”. And the meaning of that is also clear from His words that salvation came to the home
of Zacchaeus that day. (19 verse 9)
In today’s Gospel passage, the meaning is made complete. Matthew says that “When Jesus
saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd.” This shows the utterly helpless and hopeless condition of those
who the Bible describes as lost in sin, and without Jesus as their Good Shepherd. (John 8:24;
Ephesians 2:12-13 NLT)
The author Phillip Keller, in his popular book “A Shepherd looks at Psalm 23” describes how
sheep can get turned over on their backs, and not be able to get up by themselves again.
Such sheep are called “cast” or “cast down” sheep. These sheep flail at the air with their
legs, but they can’t get back on their feet without the help of the shepherd. Left in this
condition, helpless and vulnerable to their enemies, they will die after a few hours or days.
What a picture of people apart from the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ.
As we reflect on the future after covid-19, and really on a new beginning, this is a timely
passage to remind us where the central purpose of our life as God’s people lies. It must be
the same central purpose as Jesus’ mission, for we cannot forget His prayer for us in what is
often called His “High Priestly Prayer”, recorded in John chapter 17.
We may not realise that our Lord prayed to His Father there for each of us. But this
wonderful prayer specifically includes each of us as He prayed: “I am praying not only for
these disciples, but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message” (verse 20
NLT)
And here is the prayer for us today: “Just as you have sent me into the world, I am sending
them into the world” (verse 18 NLT).
Now there are at least two things from today’s Gospel passage we should notice:
(1)The Condition of the Crowds, and the Compassion of Jesus.
When He looked at the crowds, it wasn’t just a superficial glance, and an assessment of
individuals from how they looked. He saw beyond appearance to the spiritual need of their
lives, and verse 36 says He had “compassion”on them “…because they were confused and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd” (NLT)
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That word “compassion” is used in the Gospels only to describe Jesus, it means “stirred to
the deepest level”. His amazing Easter love looks at every person, and sees beyond
appearance to the greatest need of their lives.
When we look at the people we encounter each day, do we only see the colour of their hair,
the tattoos on their body, their words and expressions, or any other outward picture?
Our calling as God’s people to mission should change that, to see every person as the
compassion of Jesus does, as those who need Him to save them from eternal lostness and to
transform their lives. And then, we will want to offer any word of witness we can.
William Booth founded the Salvation Army in 1878. But what led him to do that? One night
he couldn’t sleep and went for a walk through the slums of London. That night it was raining
heavily on the derelicts asleep on the street, and it broke his heart. He went home and
when his wife asked where he had been, he replied, "I’ve been to hell." He saw the
homeless as more than just drunks and losers, and remembered they were once
somebody’s baby, and used to be loved, and rather than blame them for their condition and
keep walking, he decided that night to do something about it, and give them another chance
to make something of their lives. His organization was started with the idea of giving the
homeless a hand up, not just a handout. In 1890 he published a book titled “Darkest
England and the way out”. In the introduction he wrote: “My only hope for the permanent
deliverance of mankind from misery, either in this world or the next, is the regeneration or
the remaking of the individual by the power of the Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ”. Some
may turn around and return to their old ways, but it was compassion for Jesus sake, that
made a way for many to be saved, and their lives to be changed.
(2)The Commission we have as God’s People
In His teaching, Jesus used a number of different illustrations to make His message clear.
Now he moves from the sheep to the field and the harvest.
The sheep in this passage picture the lostness of people who do not know Jesus as their
Shepherd. The field and the harvest picture the commission to us as God’s people to be
working to introduce them to Him.
He used that same picture on another occasion recorded in John chapter 4, to teach the
disciples about His mission in the world, and there He said: “wake up and look around, the
fields are already ripe for harvest” and He said: “….the fruit they harvest is people brought
to eternal life” (verse 36) The mission is clear, but the time is short.
Three weeks before President John F Kennedy was assassinated, he said, "Almost all
presidents leave office feeling that their work is unfinished. I have a lot to do, and so little
time to do it."
As followers of Jesus, we have much work to do and little time to do it. We must give
ourselves to it. The times we live in demand faithfullness in our mission . We are reminded
that the Gospel is only good news, if it arrives in time.
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We may feel inadequate for this commission, but that is not how our Lord sees it. Pentecost
assures us that He gives us all we need, our part is to be faithful.
And we notice in the last two verses of Matthew chapter 9, that we are also called to prayer
for more to join in this call to mission. “The harvest is great but the workers are few”.
I’m sure all of us look forward to the time we can come together again in worship and
fellowship. There is something special about meeting together, growing together in faith
and love, singing the great hymns of faith, and encouraging each other.
Someone has described this as getting spiritual calories and biblical carbs, that we are
supposed to take in, and then burn up in service. Its worth thinking about.
But when we think about today’s Gospel, and the priority and focus of our calling to Jesus’
mission to seek and save the lost, we should be quick to affirm our commitment, as we
recall His amazing grace to us, and for all He has given us for life and eternity. That is our
witness, that is the good news we have to share.
It is so well expressed in a popular song written in 2001 by two British song writers. This
song was chosen to be sung at the enthronement of the current Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby. It is called “In Christ Alone”. It was recently released in a special covid-19
cappella performance, by a 48 member choir, but in an extraordinary way. The 48 singers
did it from 14 different countries in a combined recording. The song has been called “The
Gospel message in a Nutshell”.
I have added the youtube link to the written version of this sermon, and would like to invite
all of us to watch it, and reflect on its words with our own thanksgiving. I’d like to finish with
the words of verse 1.
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit for your glory. Amen.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY4CW5pte98&list=RDRY4CW5pte98&start_radio=1

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

prepared by Peter Brady

Almighty God, take us now in our very ordinariness, shake us up and pour us out and make
our hearts beat faster as we reach out in holy fascination to you.
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Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
We pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar, ministry with the Torres Strait Island
people, the parish of Freshwater, EPIC assist and St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School. Guide
Your Church and help us to see Jesus in the face of others. Be with the leadership of this
parish as they plan for the resumption of services and ministries in a few weeks.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Creator God, we are part of the tensions and injustices of the world: heal the resentment
between people, and intervene in the world’s conflicts. Help us to walk humbly with you at
our side and when we come to the crossroads and have to choose which way to go lead us
down the path of justice and righteousness.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Father God, help us to be gentle, with others and with ourselves. Give us, we pray, the calm
that makes for consideration and the respect for others that makes us courteous. Let us be
to others as we would wish them to be to us and, when we fail, forgive us and when they
fail, heal us.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Caring God, we pray for all those who are afflicted by physical, emotional or mental illness
especially the problems caused by the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. Help them to keep their
eyes fixed on you, and give them the courage to face the trials and temptations that may
come. We particularly pray for…. Arno, Bill, Janet, Billie, Melanie, Graham, Max, Ian, Gillian,
Peter, Ruth, Gwen and Rob, Matthew, Beth, Colin, Ioanna, Jane, Rebecca, Holley, Mervyn,
Tricia, Ros
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Holy God, your love reaches beyond the grave. At the end of our days on earth be with us
and with those we love and with those whom we love and have gone before us. We pray
for the repose of the souls of Christine Margaret Weightman and John James (father of
parishioner Cathy Grant), whose funerals will occur in the parish this week. May they rest in
God’s peace. May their families find the solace of Christ’s love.
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer
Gracious God, we thank you for hearing our prayers and as we move into this week help us,
like the disciples, to proclaim the good news that the Kingdom of Heaven has come near.
Merciful Father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL
The love of God has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit he has given us;
the spirit of Jesus Christ is bestowed upon us
to work in his name in the world;
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and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and those whom you love and care for,
this day and always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
in the name of Christ. Amen.
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